
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 November 2014] 

 p8130c-8131a 
Ms Libby Mettam; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

BUSSELTON HOSPITAL 

913. Ms E. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 

People in the Vasse electorate are looking forward to the completion of the new Busselton Hospital. Can the 
minister please update the house on the progress of construction of the new $120 million Busselton Hospital? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I thank the member for the question—her first to me as the new member, so very good—and of course it is about 
something that is very special to all of us, which is the new Busselton Hospital, part of $8 billion worth of new 
hospitals being built in this state. I remind members that this was a $120 million project, of which $40.5 million 
is from royalties for regions, $2.551 million from the commonwealth government and the remainder through 
normal Treasury funding. This project is still on track to open in early 2015. 

This is an important week for the hospital because of something that is a great interest to all of us; that is, the 
artwork is now being installed. The artist is a local artist — 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, it is not being done by Central TAFE; it is being done by local artist Lorenna Grant, who 
was selected from a wide field of candidates following a publicly advertised tender. She has produced two 
similar pieces of art; one for the interior, to be wall-mounted in the main foyer, and the other for the exterior, to 
be mounted outside the main entrance. Her concept is based on the wind currents along the coast where the 
campus is situated, the Busselton jetty, the curling tails of the resident possums and the coiling snake of the 
Hippocratic oath. The works are helixes of laminated peppermint tree wood mounted in steel frames. That wood 
was derived from the trees that were taken from Busselton Health Campus. It is a bit like what we did at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital; the artwork inside that building was created from timber taken from the site. They are 
both large artworks; the smaller of the two is four metres long and the larger is six metres long. Ms Grant has 
titled them Little Healer and Big Healer. These are stunning artworks and Ms Grant is a great artist. We continue 
both our government’s and the previous government’s commitment to including art in construction projects. It is 
very important to support local artists and have art in community structures. I commend the member on having 
such a great local artist doing this work. 
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